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Dr Edoardo Rosso PhD 

Senior Associate 

Edoardo is an eclectic social geographer with a strong background in qualitative research, participatory 

approaches and innovative thinking in social research and the human services. He is passionate about 

making communities more liveable and socially inclusive. Edoardo believes that social innovation and 

capacity-building are critical to achieve this.  

Having worked across a number of industries, Edoardo is very experienced operating across disciplines  

and cultures. He has over ten years’ experience in social exclusion, isolation and participation, youth 

development, ageing and social development through sport.  

As a social scientist, Edoardo is able to make sense of complex information, identifying key strengths  

and weaknesses of strategic approaches, connecting evidence with practice and proposing alternative 

solutions.  He also has refined skills in project and data management, program design and planning, 

community development and community engagement. 

Edoardo was also a very successful high-performance sport coach for over fifteen years - evidence of his 

ability to relate to people and develop trust. 

As part of his academic background, Edoardo has an extensive record of high-quality publications and 

conference presentations in human geography, health, leisure, and social issues of sport and recreation.   

He also holds an adjunct academic position at the University of South Australia and his work has received 

prestigious academic and professional awards. 

 

Areas of Expertise 

• Social research and planning 

• Sport and recreation planning 

• Strategic planning 

• Planning for positive ageing and all-ages friendly communities 

• Access and inclusion planning 

• Community and stakeholder engagement 

 

Projects of Note    

• Development and testing/prototyping of an 

integrated engagement strategy to enhance 

the social participation of older people in the 

broader community.  

 

• Establishment of a cross-sector participation 

strategy including a network of over 450 

volunteers to promote health and social 

participation through sport among South 

Australia’s most disadvantaged communities. 

 

• Development of an innovative theoretical 

model to tackle issues of loneliness and 

social isolation among community-dwelling 

older people and led its practical application. 

 

• Development, testing, scaling and evaluation 

of over 30 innovative volunteer-run sport-

based health/wellbeing programs in both 

metropolitan and regional South Australia, 

six of which received prestigious community 

engagement awards.  

Doctor of Philosophy in 

Social Geography 

Flinders University (2011) 

Honours in Human 

Geography 

Flinders University (2006) 

Bachelor of Arts  

Flinders University (2006) 

Qualifications 

Professional 

Affiliations 

• Australian Association of 

Gerontology  

• Institute of Australian 

Geographers  

• Australian & New 

Zealand Association for 

Leisure Studies 

• Australian Collaborative 

Education Network  

• Urban Development 

Institute of Australia  

• Property Council of 

Australia  

 

 


